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Three rejoicings.
The first: Celebrating the past.
The song of triumph!  The Lord has set His people free.
Now, having watched the destruction of their 
oppressors they can at last see that they are really 
free.
   Exodus 15:1 Then Moses and the Israelites sang 
this song to the Lord, saying, I will sing unto the Lord 
for He has triumphed gloriously, the horse and its 
chariot He has thrown into the sea.  The Lord is my 
strength and my song and He has become my 
salvation. This is my God and I will praise Him, my 
father’s God and I will exalt Him. The Lord is a man of 
war, the Lord is His Name.  Pharaoh’s chariots and his 
host has He cast into the sea. His chosen captains also 
are sunk in the Red Sea.  The floods cover them. They 
sank in the depths like a stone.  Your right hand O Lord 
is glorious in power. Your right hand O Lord shatters 
the enemy.  In the greatness of Your majesty You 
overthrow those rising against You. You send forth Your
fury and it consumes them as stubble.  With the blast 
of Your nostrils the waters piled up, the floods stood 
fixed in a heap; the deeps congealed in the heart of 
the sea. The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I 
will divide the spoil. My desire shall be satisfied upon 
them. I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy 
them.  You, Lord, blew with Your wind, the sea covered
them. They sank as lead in the mighty waters.  Who is 
like You, Lord, among the gods? Who is like You, 
glorious in holiness, awesome in splendour, doing 
wonders?  You stretched out Your right hand, the 
earth’s sea swallowed them.  You, in Your mercy and 
loving kindness have lead forth the people You have 
redeemed. You have girded them in Your strength to 
Your holy habitation.  The peoples have heard of it, 
they tremble. Pangs have taken hold of the inhabitants
of Philistia.  Now the chiefs of Edom are dismayed, the 
mighty men of Moab, trembling takes hold of them. All
the inhabitants of Canaan have melted away.  Terror 
and dread fall upon them. Because of the greatness of 
Your arm they are as still as a stone until Your people 
pass by and into Canaan O Lord, till the people pass by 
whom You have purchased.  You will bring them in to 
the land and plant them on Your own mountain, the 
place O Lord You have made for Your dwelling, the 
sanctuary O Lord, which Your hands have established.  
The Lord will reign for ever and ever for the horses of 
Pharaoh went with his chariots and horsemen into the 

sea and the Lord brought the waters of the sea back 
upon them.  But the Israelites walked on dry ground in 
the midst of the sea.  Then Miriam, the prophetess, 
the sister of Aaron, ……..
   [Pause here. Why is Miriam referred to as the sister 
of Aaron? In Exodus 2:4 Miriam is referred to as the 
sister of Moses.  Was Moses still regarded as a 
foreigner?  Moses had been away in the wilderness 40 
years and another about 35 years in the palace of 
Pharaoh. That could make Moses appear to be one of 
the oppressors. Was that part of the reason that 
Moses had so much rebellion leading them in the 
wilderness? “Now he is trying to put himself as top 
dog over us instead of Pharaoh.”  Many people would 
have known Aaron as he spoke well (testified by God 
to Moses, Exodus 4:14) so Miriam is referred to as the 
sister of Aaron; the one with the unquestioned 
reputation as a true, trusted Israelite.] 
   Then Miriam, the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, 
took a timbrel in her hand; and all the women went 
out after her with timbrels and dancing.  And Miriam 
responded to the men, Sing unto the Lord for He has 
triumphed gloriously, the horse and its rider He has 
thrown into the sea.
 Then Moses lead Israel onward from the Red 
Sea. They went into the wilderness of Shur. They went 
three days journey in the wilderness and found no 
water.

And the troubles begin.

The Second: Celebrating the Present.
The joy of giving freely!
Right after Hannah has given her son, Samuel, to Eli, (a
man who does not have a good reputation for bringing
up his sons right, see 1 Samuel 2:23ff) she bursts into 
praise. 
   1 Samuel 2 My heart exults in the Lord. My 
strength is lifted up in the Lord. My mouth is no longer 
silent for it is opened wide over my enemies because I 
rejoice in Your salvation.  There is none holy like the 
Lord, none besides You. There is no Rock like our God.  
Talk no more so very proudly. Let not arrogance go 
forth from your mouth for the Lord is a God of 
knowledge. By Him actions are weighed.  The bows of 
the mighty are broken and those who stumbled are 
girded with strength.  Those who were full have hired 
themselves out for bread, but those who were hungry 



have ceased to hunger.  The barren has born seven, 
but she who has many children languishes.  The Lord 
slays and makes alive. He brings down to Sheol and 
raises up.  The Lord makes poor and makes rich; He 
brings low and He lifts up.  He raises the poor up out of
the dust and lifts up the needy from the ash heap to 
make them sit with the noble and inherit the throne of
glory.  The pillars of the earth are the Lord’s and He has
set the world upon them.  He will guard the feet of His 
godly ones and the wicked shall be silenced and dwell 
in darkness, for by his strength shall no man prevail.  
The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to pieces; 
against them will He thunder in Heaven.  The Lord will 
judge all peoples to the ends of the earth.  He will give 
strength to His King and exalt the power of His 
anointed.  Elkanah and his wife Hannah returned to 
Ramah to his house, but the child ministered to the 
Lord before Eli the priest.

    Apart from that bit about the pillars of the earth 
Hannah has got it right.  And she has given Samuel a 
good start. Samuel is one of the very few people 
referred to in the Bible about whom nothing bad is 
recorded. Unless it is that his sons did not follow in his 
ways see 1 Samuel 8 v1 to 5. 
   1 Samuel 25 Samuel dies. Of a broken heart? This is 
recorded in the midst of the time when God’s chosen 
man, David was fleeing for his life from the previously 
chosen man, Saul, whom Samuel had also anointed. 
He has to have been deeply grieved by what was 
happening. 

   The Third: Celebrating the Future.
What is Mary ‘celebrating’?
Is this the opposite to Samuel’s grieving?
Is Mary rejoicing that, with Elizabeth, she can see that 
God’s promise of future deliverance for His people is 
no longer in the distant future but close at hand?  The 
closing words certainly suggest that is the case.
   Luke 1:46 Mary said, My soul magnifies the Lord 
and my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour for He has 
looked upon the low estate of His handmaiden. From 
now on all generations shall call me blessed for He 
Who is almighty has done great things for me. Holy is 
His Name. His compassion toward the afflicted is on 
them who fear Him with godly reverence from 
generation to generation.  He has shown strength with 

His arm. He has scattered the proud in the 
imaginations of their hearts. He has put down the 
mighty from their thrones and exalted those of low 
degree.  He has filled the hungry with good things and 
the rich He has sent away emptyhanded.  He has laid 
hold on His servant Israel to help him in remembrance 
of His mercy even as He promised to our forefathers, 
to Abraham and to his descendants for ever.

We each have reason to celebrate with thanksgiving 
the Past, the Present, and the Future.
May God bless each of us as we meditate on these 
three readings from His holy Word and on His Past and 
Present dealings, and His Future promises to us.


